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Public  Health  Department, 

Telephone:  Council  Offices, 

Sunbury-on-Thames  4221  Sunbury-on-Thames. 

June,  1962, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sunbury-on-Thame s  Urban  District  Council 

Mr «  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1 961  on  matters  relating  to 
public  health  in  this  District . 

Fewer  births  and  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year#  The  birth-rate, 
however,  remains  at  a  comparatively  high  level.  Three  hundred  and  seventy- six 
new  dwellings  were  erected*  These  factors  have  contributed  to  an  increase  of 
1,890  in  the  estimated  population  of  the  District,. 

In  the  Registrar  General's  Official  Return  deaths  are  classified  under  thirty- 
six  headings  -  Heart  disease  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (i.e. 
"strokes")  are  the  chief  causes  of  death,,  "Cancer"  in  its  various  forms  is  next 
in  order  of  frequency*  The  lung  and  bronchus  are  the  principal  sites  of  Cancer . 

Considerable  publicity  has  been  given  to  evidence  pointing  to  the  association 
of  smoking  with  cancer  of  the  lung*  The  smoking  habit,  like  all  habits,  is  more 
easily  acquired  than  lost,  and  it  is  acquired  so  often  during  adolescence*  It  is 
particularly  desirable  therefore  to  dissuade  and  discourage  young  people  from 
taking  up  the  habit* 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  but  10  cases  were  notified*  Other 
cases  notified  were  measles  776,  whooping  cough  18,  scarlet  fever  16,  erysipelas  5> 
paratyphoid  fever  4  (in  two  family  outbreaks)  and  puerperal  pyrexia  1*  No  deaths 
occurred  from  these  diseases*  The  outbreaks  of  paratyphoid  fever  are  referred  to 
on  page  13  of  this  report*  Several  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were 
investigated  but  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed* 

For  a  period  of  thirteen  months  from  May,  1961,  this  Department  has  been 
co-operating  with  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  a  survey  intended  to 
determine  the  incidence  of  entero-viruses  and  pathogenic  bacteria  in  the  faeces  of 
selected  groups  of  normal  children  0-4  years  of  age*  During  this  period  your 
Public  Health  Inspectors  have  made  878  visits  to  homes  and  collected  266  samples. 
Grateful  acknowledgements  are  made  to  parents  for  their  interest  in  the  project. 

Statistical  tables  are  submitted  and  relevant  matters  are  recorded  in  the 
following  pages 

In  concluding  I  thank  all  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
their  co-operation  in  preparing  this  report* 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  ARNALLT  JONES* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  RELATING  TO 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SUNBURY-CN-THAMES 


Area  in  aores: 


Rateable  value: 


5,609 


Population  (-estimated  by  the 
Registrar-G-eneral 
for  mid-year  1961) 


£685,263  Product  of  a  Id  Rate 

>f  $  ^  s!<  >i<  >y.  &  >;«  >;<  if  &  ^  >f  >;<  >f  >;< 


33,4 90 


£2,835 


Sunbury  England 
on-Thames  &  V/ales  * 


Live  births  . . .  o  . . 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 


(a) 

0>) 


Still-births  . . .  . . .  . . . 

Total  live  and  still-births  . . .  , 0 . 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 
Illegitimate  live  births  . . .  . , . 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

>i<  #  %  $  if  >;< %  if  if.  if  if  if  >;<  »;■:  >;<  if 


Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 

one  week  combined)  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still-births 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  . ..  ... 

if  if  if  if  if  if  if  if  if  sJtf  sjc  if  if  >;<  s|<  if if  if  >;«  if 

Comparability  Factors 
Births:  0.87  Deaths:  1  .20 


693 

20.69 

18.00 

8 

701 
11 .41 
21 

3.03 


21  .25 
Nil 


804,120 

17*4 

15,34 3 
819,463 
18.7 


Deo-lhs  coo  000  000 

O  O  A 

296 

551,783 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  coo 

(a) 

0>) 

8.84 

10.61 

12.0 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  ... 

GOO 

14 

17,211 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 

0  o  • 

20.20 

21 .4 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ... 

coo 

20.83 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 

0  o  o 

— 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks) 

per  1,000  total  live  births 

o  e  o 

12.99 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one 

week)  per  1,000  total  live  births 

o  o  0 

10.10 

(a)  Crude  Rate  (b)  Adjusted  Rate  *  Provisional  Rates 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Ls^iLt  nn&tG  ooo  o  o  o  ooo 

344 

328 

672 

Illo  ^ituno,  t  g  ooo  ooo  ooo 

10 

11 

21 

354 

339 

693 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

ooo 

ooo 

20.69 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

ooo 

18.00 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales) 

ooo 

17.4 

Live  Births  1957  _i2£l 


11  *'■  "  ^ 

1 

i 

Year 

Suribury-on-Thame  s 

England 
and  Wales 

Live 

births 

Crude  rate 
per  1 , 000 
population 

Adjusted 
rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Rate  per 

1,000 

population 

1957 

619 

22.4 

20.4 

16.1 

1958 

557 

19.6 

17.6 

16.4 

1959 

577 

19.4 

17.3 

16.5 

I960 

745 

23.57 

20.86 

17.1 

1961 

693 

20.69 

18.00 

1 7 .4 

Still-births 


Legitimate 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

Male  s 

4 

Female  s 

4 

Total 

8 

Illegitimate 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

- 

- 

- 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still-births  -  11.41 

(England  and  Wales  -  18 .7) 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

Males  11  -  11 

Females  3  -  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live 
births  -  20o20  (England  and  Wales  -  21  .4) 

&  $  s/:  ^  $<  jfi  >;< ; »c  ^  jjt  ?;<  jfc 


Infant  deaths  are  analysed  in  the  following  table  and 
it  is  shown  that  5  occurred  in  the  first  day  of  life.. 


Ages 

Causes 

Under 

1  day 

1  -  6 

days 

7-14 

days 

15  -  20 

days 

21  -  28 
days 

I 

1-12  1 
months 

Atelectasis 

1 

Congenital 

malformations 

5 

Inhalation 
of  meconium 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

4 

1 

1 

Infant  Mortality  __1_957  -  1961 


Sunbury-on-Thames 

England  &  Wales 

Year 

Live 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 

Rate  per  1,000 

births 

under  1  year 

live  births 

live  births 

1957 

619 

12 

19=4 

23  =  1 

1958 

565 

8 

1 4=4 

22.6 

1959 

577 

10 

17  =  3 

22.2 

I960 

745 

15 

20.1 3 

21  .9 

1961 

693 

14 

20o20 

21 .4 

5 


Males 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

Females 

Total 

156 

138 

296 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of 

the  population  . . „ 

8.84 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  population  . . . 

10.61 

Death  rate 

per  1 ,000  of  the 

population 

(England  and  Wales)  ... 

12.0 

Deaths  1957 


Year 

Deaths 

Sunbury - on-Thame  s 

England 
and  Wales 

Crude  rate 
per  1 ,000 
population 

Adjusted 
rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

1957 

254 

9.2 

11  .9 

11.5 

1958 

299 

10.5 

11.9 

11 .7 

1959 

318 

10.7 

12.3 

11.6 

I960 

332 

10.5 

12.2 

11.5 

1961 

296 

8.84 

10.61 

12.0 

Explanatory  Note: 

Adjusted  Rates:  When  comparing  the  rate  of  one  district 

with  that  of  another  allowances  should  be  made  for  the  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  and  an  adjusted  rate 
obtained  which  is  the  product  of  the  crude  rate  and  the 
comparability  factor,. 

Comparability  factors  for  the  District 
(Calculated  by  the  Registrar-G-eneral) 

Births:  0.87  Deaths:  1.20 
Chief  Causes  of  Death 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  ...  160 

Malignant  new  growths  ...  ...  54 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis  ...  •  • .  28 
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REGISTRAR-  GENERAL  *  S 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  - 

OFFICIAL  RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 

Males  Females  Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . .. 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms  „.© 

3©  Syphilitic  disease  ...  .  ©. 

4.  Diphtheria  . . .  « . . 

5©  Whooping  cough  .©,  . . . 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  .  .© 

7=  Acute  polionyelitis  „©.  ... 

8©  Measles  ©oo  ©o©  ©oo  — 

9©  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  - 


10© 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

0  O  0 

4 

2 

6 

11 . 

do.  lung,  bronchus 

13 

- 

13 

12© 

do.  breast 

o  o  o 

— 

8 

8 

13- 

do©  uterus 

0  0  o 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  diseases 

13 

13 

26 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

0  0  O 

1 

- 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  ©  ©  <>  ©  o  o 

•  o  o 

- 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

19 

28 

47 

18© 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

o  o  o 

43 

14 

57 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

0  0  0 

1 

1 

2 

20© 

Other  heart  disease  ©„. 

0  c  o 

15 

24 

39 

21  . 

Other  circulatory  disease 

coo 

4 

11 

15 

22. 

Influenza  ...  „  © . 

O  0  0 

- 

- 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

O  O  0 

5 

11 

16 

24. 

Bronchitis 

0  3  0 

9 

3 

12 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

- 

2 

26© 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

O  0  o 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

28© 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

O  0  0 

2 

2 

4 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

0  0  0 

- 

- 

- 

30© 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31- 

Congenital  malformations 

O  ©  0 

4 

2 

6 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

13 

8 

21 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0  O  0 

3 

2 

5 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

o  o  o 

4 

3 

7 

35. 

Suicide  o  ©  ©  o  o  o 

O  O  3 

2 

2 

4 

36© 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0  0  o 

- 

- 

- 

ALL  CAUSES  158  138  296 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  BY  AGE  GROUPS 


Causes 

Age  in 

years 

Under 

1  yr 

1-4 

5-14 

15-44 

k5-6k 

65  & 

over 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

'  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  and  bronchus 

7 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

3 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

12 

13 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

4 

42 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

26 

31 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

2 

6 

31 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

14 

Pneumonia 

1 

15 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

2 

4 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

2 

2 

All  other  accidents 

1 

3 

3 

Suicide 

2 

2 

i 

ALL  CAUSES 

14 

2 

1 

10 

79 

190 

! 

(This  table  is  compiled  from  local  returns 
and  correlated  with  the  table  on  page  7«) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


AGED  75  AND  OVER 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  „oo 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  diseases 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  *  u  „ 
Coronary  disease,  angina  . „ . 

Other  heart  disease  oco 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . . 

Pneumonia  „ 0 .  0 » . 

Bronchitis  » . .  . . . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  <>  „ « 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . „ 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  . .. 

All  other  accidents  ooo  .  „  „ 


12 

25 

11 

13 

5 


124 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

The  numbers,  after  correction,  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  in  1961,  classified  according  to  sex 
and  age,  are  shown  in  the  following  tables: 

Tuberculosis 


Age 

Group 

New  cases 

notified 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Re sp  0 

Respiratory 

Non-Re  sp  <. 

M  F 

M  ;  F 

M  ;  F 

M  j  F 

Under  15  years 

15  -  24 

1  i 

25  -  44 

;  2 

;  1 

45  -  64 

2  |  1 

65  and  over 

2  i  1 

. 

Total 

5  |  4 

-  1 

- 

-  - 

Number  of  cases  who  have  moved  into  the 

District  during  1 961  . „ .  7 

Number  of  cases  who  have  moved  to 

other  Districts  . . .  7 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  Register 

as  "Recovered"  « „ „  9 

Number  of  cases  restored  to  Register  . . „  1 
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Other  Diseases 


Age 

Group 

Erysip 

-elas 

Measles 

Para¬ 

typhoid 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

Puer¬ 

peral 

pyrexia 

Scarlet 

fever 

Whooping 

cough 

M  :  F 

M  i 

p 

m  ;  f 

M  !  F 

F 

M  :  F 

M  j  F 

0  -  1 

* 

6 1 

4 

• 

i  1 

1  i 

:  i 

1  year 

35  j 

40 

* 

.* 

;  1 

2  j 

2  yrs 

46  : 

43 

* 

* 

!  1 

2  i 

3  yrs 

67  j 

56 

• 

• 

1  :• 

2  | 

4  yrs 

54  j 

63 

i  1 

• 

3  j 

• 

5-9 

165  : 

174 

1  ;  1 

j 

2  i  4 

4  j  4 

10  -  14 

4  i 

5 

* 

15  -  19 

2  ; 

1 

• 

j 

:  1 

• 

20  -  24 

i  1 

• 

* 

% 

25  -  34 

1  : 

1 

;  1 

1 

• 

1  1 

35  -  44 

f 

; 

• 

5 

45  -  64 

2  :  1 

j 

• 

* 

65  and 
over 

2  j 

: 

2  : 

| 

| 

Age 

Unknown 

4  j 

4 

• 

1  2 

1  j  1 

TOTAL 

4  i  1 

384 ! 

392 

1  1  3 

2  i  - 

1 

6  ;  10 

;  12  i  6 

Admit- 

* 

• 

■ 

ted  to 

1  :  - 

2  : 

2 

1  3 

-  :  - 

1 

-  - 

-  - 

Hosp  0 

j 

Deaths 

-  - 

-  • 

- 

i  ~  i  ~ 

- 

-  - 

- 

The  following  diseases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  by  Head  Teachers  of  Schools: 

Chickenpox  ..  81  Measles  es  158  Scarlet  fever  «,  •  2 

German  measles  »o  11  Mumps  »<>  31  Whooping  cough  «.  7 
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Tho  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  by  medical  practitioners  in  each  month  of  1961 


Month 

Erysip¬ 

elas 

Measles 

Para¬ 

typhoid 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

Puer¬ 

peral 

pyrexia 

Scar 

-let 

fever 

Whoop 

-ing 

cough 

Jan 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Feb 

8 

2 

1 

Mar 

195 

2 

Apl 

2 

335 

1 

2 

5 

May 

1 

157 

3 

1 

June 

44 

1 

1 

July 

1 

17 

1 

1 

1 

Aug 

8 

Sept 

2 

3 

Oct 

2 

1 

2 

Nov 

2 

1 

4 

3 

Dec 

2 

1 

Total 

5 

776 

4 

2 

1 

16 

18 

The  numbers  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  in  the  past  five  years  are  as  follows: 


- -  ” 

Disease 

1957  j 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

Dysentery 

2 

5 

4 

7 

- 

Acute  encephalitis 

- 

4 

2 

— 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

1 

- 

5 

Food  poisoning 

2 

1 

4 

3 

- 

Measles 

619 

112 

461 

6 

776 

Meningococcal  infection 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid 

— 

- 

— 

- 

4 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

7 

- 

2 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

22 

14 

64 

24 

16 

Whooping  cough 

56 

6 

22 

38 

18 

11 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ITEMS 


Certificates  of  Vaccination 

During  the  year  271  International  Certificates  of  Vaccination  were 
brought  to  this  office  and  the  signature  of  the  doctor  authenticated. 


The  number  of  dwellings  in  the  District  in  1961  was  10,457*  In 
addition  approximately  400  caravans  were  in  use* 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-six  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year* 


Water  Su 


A *  Public  Water  Mains 

A  few  dwellings  depend  on  shallow  wells*  With  these  exceptions  the 
whole  of  the  District  is  supplied  by  the  following  Water  Companies: 


io  Metropolitan  Water  Board* 

ii.  South  West  Suburban  Water  Company, 

iii*  Vi/oking  and  District  Water  Company* 


Mains  supplies  are  taken  direct  to  the  dwellings  with  the  exception  of 
about  500  caravans  and  other  abodes  which  are  provided  from  standpipes* 

A  sample  of  water  from  a  standpipe  was  tested  for  bacteria  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory* 

I  am  indebted  to  the  officers  of  the  water  companies  for  information  on 
the  source  and  treatment  of  the  water  and  for  copies  of  reports  on  the 
chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  mains  supplies* 

The  source  is  the  River  Thames*  Treatment  consists  of  sedimentation, 
filtration  and  chlorination*  The  supply  is  adequate  in  quantity,  hard  in 
character,  free  from  metals  and  of  a  high  standard  of  organic  quality  and 
bacterial  purity* 

New  and  repaired  mains  are  disinfected  with  chlorine  and  the  water 
proved  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality  before  the  mains  are  passed  for  service* 

B *  Shallow  Wells 

The  shallow  wells  already  mentioned  provide  for  40  caravans  and  other 
homes*  Bacteriological  tests  were  carried  out  on  32  samples  from  11  wells 
known  to  be  sources  of  drinking  water.  The  coliform  count  indicated  that 
10  samples  were  at  the  time  unsuitable  for  drinking  purposes*  Users  have 
been  advised  that  the  water  should  be  boiled  before  drinking* 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  is  processed  at  the  Charlton  Destructor  Plant  and  disposed  of  at 
at  a  nearby  gravel  pit  under  a  joint  scheme  operated  by  Twickenham  Borough 
Council  and  serving  Staines,  Sunbury  and  Twickenham*  Accumulations  of  pro¬ 
cessed  refuse  at  the  gravel  pit  have  given  rise  to  numerous  complaints  of 
nuisances  due  to  odours  and  insects*  Methods  of  control  at  the  disposal 
ground  are  being  constantly  reviewed  in  order  to  prevent  nuisances.  The 
final  disposal  is  by  the  lagooning  method* 

Owing  to  scarcity  of  labour  the  Council  has  experienced  difficulty  at 
certain  times  in  maintaining  a  weekly  collection* 
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Sewerage 


The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  sewered  in  connection  with  the  West 
Middlesex  Main  Drainage  scheme .  Approximately  160  cesspools  are  in  use. 
These  are  gradually  decreasing  in  number  as  the  result  of  extension  of  the 
sewerage  system.  Work  is  now  progressing  on  a  sewerage  scheme  in  Littleton. 
Some  caravans  and  a  number  of  riverside  dwellings  are  provided  with  chemical 
closets. 

Open  Air  Swimming  Bath 

This  was  in  use  throughout  the  summer  season.  The  installation  of  a 
continuous  filtration/chlorination  plant  in  the  preceding  year  has  resulted 
in  a  marked  improvement  in  the  appearance  and  purity  of  the  water. 

The  following  bacteriological  report  was  received  on  two  water  samples 
taken  at  different  levels  near  the  outlet  of  the  bath  when  it  was  in  use*  on 
27th  July,  1961 , 


Sample 

Source 

Probable  number  of  coli- 

Colony  count 

No. 

form  bacilli  per  100  ml. 

per  ml. 

1  . 

Surface  outlet 

Nil 

Under  10 

2. 

Four  feet  from 
surface  at  outlet 

Nil 

Under  1 0 

Both  samples  were  reported  on  as  being  satisfactory. 


Two  unconnected  family  outbreaks  of  paratyphoid  fever  causing  illness 
in  four  persons  (two  in  each  family)  were  notified  and  investigated.  All 
the  cases  recovered.  The  necessary  control  measures  were  instituted  and 
there  were  no  cases  outside  the  two  households.  The  source  of  the  infection 
was  not  discovered. 

The  first  outbreak,  occurring  in  May,  was  due  to  the  salmonella  para¬ 
typhi  B  phage  type  I  which,  it  is  interesting  to  record,  was  also  isolated 
from  a  sample  of  garden  soil  at  the  home.  The  significance  of  this  finding 
in  the  soil  in  relation  to  the  sequence  of  events  remained  a  matter  for 
conjecture . 

In  the  second  outbreak,  occurring  in  October,  the  infecting  organism 
was  the  salmonella  B  phage  type  Taunton,  A  member  of  the  household  worked 
in  a  bakery.  Though  he  had  no  signs  or  symptoms  of  infection  he  was 
required  to  discontinue  his  employment  for  the  time  being  whilst  repeated 
tests  for  infection  were  carried  out.  As  the  tests  were  negative  and  no 
further  cases  had  occurred  in  the  household  he  resumed  his  employment  after 
an  absence  of  four  weeks.  During  his  absence  the  Council  supplemented  his 
National  Assistance  pay. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1 948 ,  Sec,  A7,  and 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951  : 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  statutory  action  under  these  Acts 
but  six  instances  of  elderly  women  living  alone  and  finding  it  difficult  to 
cope  with  daily  chores  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Department.  One 
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of  them  was  bedridden  and  very  old.  She  would  assuredly  have  been  transfer¬ 
red  to  a  Hospital  or  Home  had  her  neighbours  not  rallied  to  her  aid  and  pro¬ 
vided  her  with  day  and  night  care.  The  others  were  fairly  mobile  but  they 
experienced  difficulty  in  caring  for  themselves  and  their  homes .  Though  their 
material  well-being  would  have  been  better  cared  for  in  a  Home  they  were 
reluctant  to  move.  Through  the  provision  of  home-helps,  meals-on-wheels,  and 
the  assistance  of  friends  they  were  able  to  stay  in  their  own  homes  under  more 
tolerable  conditions . 


Factories  Acts, 


Particulars  of  the  administration  of  these  Acts  are  submitted  in  an 
Appendix  to  this  Report  on  pages  17  and  18 „ 


Middlesex  County 


Section  357  of  the  Act  enables  the  local  authority  to  grant  licences  in 
connection  with  Massage  and  Special  Treatment* 

Licences  granted  -  3:  Licences  refused  -  Nil 

Laboratory  Samples; 

Ninety-nine  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 

No.  of  Samples 

Water  (bacteriological  examination): 


Epsom, 


Wells  o . . 

Mains  supply  (standpipes) 
Swimming  pool 

Stools  O  O  O  .0 

M  1 11c  COO  0  O 

1c  e  Or  earn  ooo  o  o 

Imported  Liquid  Egg 
Garden  Soil  ... 


32 

1 

2 

50 

9 

2 

1 

2 


Food  and  Drugs 


The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  whole  of  the 
County  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Public  Control 
Department  of  the  County  Council  of  Middlesex  for  the  following  information 
on  samples  procured  and  inspections  carried  out  in  this  District  during  1961 . 


"Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 : 

In  reply  to  your  letter  I  forward  details  of  the  food  and  drug 
samples  procured  in  the  urban  district  of  Sunbury-on-Thames  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961. 


With  regard  to  the  samples  noted  in  the  attached  table  as  being 
unsatisfactory,  I  add  the  following  comments: - 

"Milk 

The  milk  sample  was  one  submitted  via  the  Public  Health  Department 
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of  your  Council  and  was  unsatisfactory  because  it  contained  mould, 
hyphae  and  spores.  After  investigation  of  the  circumstances  and  in 
view  of  their  good  record,  the  sellers  were  sent  an  official  caution, 

"Bread: 

A  caution  was  also  sent  to  the  seller  of  a  loaf  of  bread  which  con¬ 
tained  a  small  pellet  of  dough  contaminated  by  grease  introduced  by 
the  machinery  used  in  the  bakehouse » 

"Meat  Products : 

A  pork  pie  sold  by  a  retailer  to  a  customer  tasted  mouldy .  The 

remains  of  the  pie  were  submitted  via  your  Public  Health  Inspector 
to  the  County  Analyst  who  certified  it  to  be  contaminated  by  mould 
spores  and  hyphae .  The  pie  was  the  product  of  a  well-known 
manufacturer  and  had  been  in  the  retailer’s  shop  for  eight  days 
before  its  sale  to  the  customer,  due  to  lack  of  efficient  and  method¬ 
ical  turnover.  The  seller  was  sent  an  official  caution. 


"Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1687-1953 : 

Inspections  are  carried  out  under  the  above  Acts  to  ensure  that  the 
requirements  of  the  various  l%rking  Orders  relating  to  the  indication  of 
origin  of  imported  foodstuffs  are  applied.  Inspections  were  made  at  80 
premises  and  22 4  displays  of  foodstuffs  were  examined.  No  infringements 
were  reported  but  some  minor  breaches  were  dealt  with  by  verbal  warnings. 

"Safe  Milk: 

Two  samples  of  raw  milk  were  procured  in  Sunbury  and  tested  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  Both  were  satisfactory. 

From  the  1st  January,  1961,  the  County  Council  became  the  Licensing 
Authority  for  the  issue  of  licences  to  dealers  with  premises  situated 
within  its  area  and  eleven  such  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  the 
sale  of  milk  to  which  the  special  designations  "pasteurised",  "sterilised" 
and  "tuberculin  tested"  could  be  applied.  The  period  for  which  these 
licences  were  granted  has  been  extended  from  one  year  to  five  years. 
Fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  to  test  that  heat  treatment  and 
subsequent  storage  were  properly  carried  out.  All  were  satisfactory. 

"The  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953 : 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Order  requires  prepacked  food  to  be  marked  with  the 
name  and  address  of  the  packer  or  labeller  or  to  bear  a  registered  trade 
mark;  to  be  marked  with  its  common  or  usual  name  and  to  bear  a  statement 
of  the  ingredients  if  food  consists  of  more  than  one  ingredient.  It  also 
controls  the  manner  in  which  the  presence  of  vitamins  and  minerals  is  dis¬ 
closed.  In  the  urban  district  of  Sunbury -on-Tha me s  a  total  of  57 
premises  were  visited  and  253  articles  of  food  were  examined  for  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Order.  No  infringements  were  disclosed. 


In  addition  to  the  detail  given  above,  a  considerable  volume  of  work  was 
done  in  the  period  under  review,  which  did  not  arise  from  samjjles  procured 
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in  the  area  of  Suribury,  but  which  had  the  effect  of  protecting  the 
residents  in  each  county  district <>  The  matters  dealt  with  were  in  res¬ 
pect  of  nationally  retailed  articles  of  food0 

Several  manufacturers  were  required  to  designate  the  ingredients  on 
labels  of  Instant  Coffee ,  As  a  result  of  a  complaint  of  the  taste  of  a 

soft  drink,  investigations  made  in  my  Department  showed  that  there  was 
phenolic  contamination  which  arose  from  a  chemical  reaction  between 
chlorinated  water  and  the  phenol  formaldehyde  stopper „  The  manufacturer 
has  modified  the  ingredients  of  this  product  to  prevent  the  chemical 
reaction,, 

The  manufacturer  of  a  non-alcoholic  wine  was  challenged  on  the  ground  that 
the  description  was  a  contradiction  in  terms,  and  the  label  was  amended 
to  'non-alcoholic  beverage' „ 

The  importer  of  a  slimming  food  was  challenged  on  claims  made  in  advert¬ 
ising  literature  as  to  the  vitamin  concentration,  and  the  literature  was 
correctedo 


A  manufacturer's  claim  of  slimming  properties  for  'reducing  perles*  was 
challenged  and  the  product  withdrawn „  The  claim  relied  on  the  presence 
of  purgatives  and  bladderwrack , 

The  slimming  claims  made  for  a  lemon  juice  in  a  television  advertisement 
were  modified  after  the  manufacturer  had  been  challenged  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  product  as  a  slimming  agent „ 

Modifications  to  the  labels  of  several  brands  of  canned  chicken  were 
secured,  where  it  was  not  apparent  from  the  label  that  the  contents  of 
the  cans  were  not  solely  chicken,  but  chicken  in  jelly  or  broth 


-  Food  and  Drugs  Act  Samples  1961 


Article 

Milk  (new) 

Milk  (various) 

Butter 

Or earn  o  o  o  © 

Drugs 

Fish  and  fish  products 

Fruit  -  fresh,  canned  and  dried 

Ice  cream 

Liver 

Margarine 

Meat  and  meat  products 

Sausages 

Spirits 

Sw  eets  oo  oo 

Vinegar  and  non-brewed  condiment 
Miscellaneous 


1  s,-Pf.o,cVf fd 

8 

14 

4 
6 
2 

5 

6 

11 

3 

3 
6 
1 

4 
2 

10 

6 


1  (bread) 


$  sjs  #  $  j,<  s{<  ije  >]■;  jjc  >;<  >'t  #  ?:<  $  >;< 


raj/b/7/62 
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APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1961  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  SUNBURY-ON-THAMES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

c.niT  <t. as-  fcia-  a-_«.vi.uiux  .  -r.  — i .  I  wwBTrn  naafeaPi 

PART  I  of  the  ACT 

1 o  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health: 


Premises 

(D 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

SSo  1,  2,  3j  4  <5:  6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  S,  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth. 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

So  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Autho  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises). 

1 

4 

- 

- 

122 

67 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

123 

71 

1 

- 

2o  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Particulars 


ill 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (Sec .  1 ) 

Overcrowding  (Sec 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (Sec., 

Inadequate  venti¬ 
lation  (Sec.  4) 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 


Found 


(2) 


Remedied 


(3) 


Referred 

to  H.M.  |  by  H.M. 
Inspector  j  Inspector 

(4)  I  (5) 


“ T" 


2) 

3) 


Number  of 
■  cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 


-J 


( Continued) 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found:  (Continued) 


Particulars 

(D 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 

| 

Number  of 

cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

by  H„M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (Sec a  6) 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(Sec.  7 ) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act 

- 

- 

% 

- 

2 

1 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Total 

1 

7 

2 

1 

PART  VII  .  of  the  ACT  -  OUTWORKERS  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 


Number  of  outworkers  in  August  list 
required  by  Section  110  ( 1 )  (c) 

23 

(Making  etc .  of 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in 
sending  lists  to  the  Council 

Nil 

wearing  appare' 

Number  of  prosecutions  for 
failure  to  supply  lists 

Nil 

Section  111 

Number  of  instances  of  work 
in  unwholesome  premises 

Nil 

Notices  served 

Nil 

Prosecutions 

Nil 

-  18  - 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Sunbury-on-Thames  . 

June,  1 962 «, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 0 

Mr 0  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1961  . 

The  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  Council’s  five-year  slum  clearance  pro¬ 
gramme  so  far  as  the  inspection  and  representation  of  unfit  properties  was  con¬ 
cerned,.  During  the  programme  period  1 62+.  properties  were  represented  as  being 
unfit  for  habitation,.  To  date,  demolition  has  taken  place  in  56  cases,  47  are 
unoccupied,  2  have  been  made  habitable  and  the  remainder  (59)  are  occupied  and 
awaiting  the  rehousing  of  the  tenants.  Twenty-eight  families  were  rehoused  by 
the  Council  in  1961  . 

Much  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  naturally  of  a  routine 
nature  and  the  Summary  of  Inspections  on  the  following  page  indicates  the  types 
of  inspections  made. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  by  the  department  increased  and  were 
extremely  varied  in  character.  Complaints  of  noise  nuisances  are  increasing 
and  it  is  apparent  that  the  public  is  becoming  less  tolerant  in  this  direction. 
The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960,  provides  valuable  legislation  to  combat  noise 
nuisances.  Complaints  have  chiefly  been  confined  to  noise  from  factories  in 
close  proximity  to  residential  areas.  In  one  instance  formal  procedure 
secured  improvement  and  in  several  cases  improvement  was  achieved  by  informal 
action. 

The  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  in  two  private  slaughterhouses  again 
occupied  a  considerable  proportion  of  your  Inspectors’  time.  Over  nineteen 
thousand  animals  were  slaughtered  and  all  were  inspected  before  being  released 
for  sale. 

During  the  latter  half  of  1961  and  the  first  half  of  1962  the  department 
co-operated  with  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  connection  with  a 
poliovirus  survey.  A  considerable  number  of  visits  were  necessary  and 
reference  is  made  to  this  survey  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  deal  with  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  rodent  control  work  an 
additional  operator  was  engaged  and  I  am  confident  that  a  better  service  is 
being  provided. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  willing  co-operation  I  have  received  from  members 
and  staff  of  the  Council  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient .Servant, 

C.  W.  WOOD. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 


Condition  of  premises 
Choked  or  defective  drains 
Defective  dustbins 
Collection  of  refuse 
Moveable  dwellings 
Offensive  deposits 
Rats  and  mice 
Bugs,  fleas,  etc. 

Wa  sp  s 

Other  insects 
Noise 

Smoke  and  smell 
Keeping  of  animals 
Unsound  food 
Water  supplies 
Miscellaneous 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

v  O 


o  o 

O  0 

Q  o 

o  o 

o  o 

©  o 

0  o 

0  © 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

(a)  primary  inspections 

(b)  re-inspections 

Housing  Acts: 

(a)  primary  inspections 

(b)  re-inspections 

Housing  enquiries  (applications,  etc, 
Factories  (mechanical  power)  . . 

do.  (non-mechanical  power) 
Outworkers'  premises  . . 

Licensed  premises 

Places  of  public  entertainment 

Slaughterhouses 

Knackers  yards 

Shops  -  Shops  Act 

Food  shops 

Bakehouses 

Food  preparing  premises 
Ice  cream  premises 
Hawkers  and  hawkers'  premises 
Food  inspection  -  meat 

other  foodstuffs 
Sampling  -  ice  cream 

—  mi lk  .0  o  o 

-  water 
Water  supplies 
Moveable  dwellings 
Deposits  of  refuse 

Infilling  of  gravel  pits  . . 


o  o 

o  o 


o  o 

o  • 

o  o 

o  o 
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56 

34 

16 

23 

14 

20 

345 

7 

37 

23 

17 

77 

11 

12 

1 

21 

714 


148 

396 


164 

143 

3 

67 

5 

7 

7 

13 

14 
14 
30 

76 
16 

77 

37 
5 

1,159 

33 

4 
9 

38 
41 
41 
79 

274 

( Continued) 


Dustbins 

o  0 

59 

Keeping  of  animals 

O  0 

66 

Rodent  control 

©  o 

2,132 

Vermin  and  other  pests 

O  0 

142 

Air  pollution 

O  C 

188 

Drainage 

O  0 

204 

Infectious  diseases  , „  O0 

O  0 

153 

Poliomyelitis  virus  survey 

0  0 

430 

Rivers,  ditches  and  watercourses 

o  o 

22 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960 

9  © 

119 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act 

0  o 

2 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  eo 

o  © 

9 

Petroleum  Acts 

o  O 

149 

Rent  Act,  1957 

o  o 

50 

Appointments  with  owners  or  agents 

O  0 

23 

Miscellaneous 

0  0 

173 

6,821 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal 

Formal 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

53 

16 

Factories  Acts 

1 

— 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

13 

- 

HOUSING-  STATISTICS 


1  o 


2  o 


3o 


4o 


Number  of  new  houses  built  during  1961 : 

(a)  by  private  enterprise 

(b)  by  Local  Authority 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  <,<> 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  where  defects 
were  found  to  exist  (excluding  those 
referred  to  under  preceding  heading) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  where  defects  were 
remedied  as  the  result  of  informal  action 


318 

38 

277 

884 

44 

197 

160 


Action  under  Statutory 
Powers  during  the  year 

5o  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  <.<, 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

( i )  by  owner  s  . .  » « 
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(ii)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
6 o  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  «»  <.<>  16 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 


remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  »<>  20 

7«  Proceedings  under  sections  16  and  17 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  «<,  »<>  7 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  ««  oo  11 

(c)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  « .  <> .  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  « .  . .  3 

OVERCROWD IN& 


No  new  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  discovered  during  the  year* 

The  extent  of  overcrowding  is  very  small  and  no  serious  problem  exists <> 

HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959 

Four  Discretionary  and  twelve  Standard  Grants  were  made  for  house  improve¬ 
ments  during  the  year0  Applications  are  considered  by  the  Finance  (improve¬ 
ments  G-rants)  Sub-Committee  and  reports  upon  the  applications  are  made  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,, 


RENT 


The  position  at  31st  December,  1961,  relative  to  Certificates  of 


is  shown  in  the  following  table  :- 

1961 

Total  to 
31  .12.61 . 

Applications  received  for 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

3 

47 

Undertakings  to  carry  out 
repairs  given  by  landlords 

3 

33 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 

- 

14 

Applications  received  for  cancellation 
of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  0 . 

— 

10 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  cancelled 

- 

9 

Enquiries  by  persons  affected  by  the  Rent  Act  have  been  dealt  with  in 
the  Public  Health  Department  and  information  has  been  given  to  landlords  and 
tenants  as  necessary .  Certain  forms  for  use  in  connection  with  the  Act  have 
been  made  available  for  purchase  in  the  Treasurer’s  Department.. 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  annual  licensing  of  premises  at 
which  petroleum  (including  petroleum  mixtures)  is  stored.  Fifty-two  licences 
were  issued  during  the  year. 

RODENT  _and  ,pest  control 


Rodent  Control: 

Due  to  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  rodent  control  work  an  additional 
operative  was  engaged  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Complaints  were  more 
numerous  during  the  year  and  it  is  probable  that  the  considerable  housing 
development  taking  place  in  the  district  has  been  largely  responsible  for  the 
disturbance  of  rats. 

No  charge  is  made  for  treating  domestic  premises  but  business  premises 
are  charged  for  work  undertaken. 

The  following  summary  indicates  the  work  carried  out: 


Complaints  received 

o  o 

3R5 

Domestic  premises  treated  .. 

0  o 

389 

Business  premises  treated 

o  o 

36 

Visits  made  by  Rodent  Operatives 
Visits  made  by  Public  Health 

©  o 

2,007 

Inspectors 

o  o 

125 

Disinfestation  and  Disinfection : 

The  operatives  also  carry  out  general  duties  appertaining  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  such  as  disinfections  and  disinfestation,  clearing  drains 
and  the  destruction  of  wasps  nests. 

Thirty-five  wasps  nests  were  destroyed  during  the  year  and  where 
applicable  a  charge  of  10s.  6d  was  made. 

Disinfestations  -  Premises  . .  8 

Disinfections  -  Clothing  . .  1 

-  Books  . .  5 

REFUSE  TIPS 

Consents  to  deposit  refuse  into  existing  or  disused  wet  gravel  pits  were 
given  in  respect  of  ten  pits.  Tipping  took  place  in  all  pits  except  one  and 
the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Council  as  to  materials  permitted  to  be 
deposited  were  enforced.  The  rate  of  land  reclamation  lags  behind  that  lost 
by  gravel  extraction  but  when  in-filling  is  taking  place  there  is  evidence  of 
the  maintenance  of  improved  standards. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Food  Premises : 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the 
District: 
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Faotory  Canteens 

0  0 

24 

Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

0  0 

5 

Greengrocers 

0  0 

19 

Grocers  and  "General  Stores 

It 

50 

Licensed  Premises 

0  0 

34 

Milk  Depots 

0  0 

2 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

o  o 

24 

School  Kitchens 

0  0 

11 

Slaughterhouses 

o  o 

2 

Soft  Drink  Manufacturers 

0  o 

1 

Sweets  and  Tobacco 

0  0 

32 

Warehouses 

o  o 

2 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

0  0 

9 

Butchers 

0  o 

17 

Food  Complaints: 

Twelve  complaints  were  received  from  residents  regarding  unsound  or  sus¬ 
picious  food.  This  was  double  the  number  received  in  I960  and  indicates  a 
greater  interest  by  the  public,  which  is  welcomed  in  order  that  standards  of 
food  preparation,  storage  and  sale  may  be  improved. 

In  all  but  one  instance  the  complaints  related  to  extraneous  matter  in 
bread,  milk,  corned  beef  and  soft  drink .  The  exception  was  a  meat  pie  contain¬ 
ing  mould,  and  in  this  case  an  official  caution  was  given  to  the  trader. 

One  complaint  related  to  broken  glass  in  a  jar  of  pickle  and  the  firm  con¬ 
cerned  was  prosecuted  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council  (Public  Control  Depart¬ 
ment)  and  a  fine  of  £20,  plus  costs,  was  imposed. 

All  other  complaints  were  thoroughly  investigated  and,  where  necessary, 
warnings  given  to  offenders. 

When  extraneous  matter  is  found  in  milk  and  soft  drink  bottles  it  is  very 
often  due  to  the  improper  use  of  the  bottles  by  the  public.  One  complaint  of 
an  unpleasant  taste  in  a  bottle  of  cordial  was  believed  to  be  due  to  the  bottle 
having  been  used  for  petroleum  spirit.  The  subsequent  washing  of  the  bottle 
upon  return  failed  to  entirely  remove  the  taint,  which  became  absorbed  by  the 
refilled  bottle  of  cordial. 

A  bottle  of  milk  containing  rust  marks  was  thought  to  have  been  used  for  a 
convenient  "launching  pad"  for  a  firework  rocket  in  November  and  iron  filings 
had  adhered  to  the  inside  of  the  bottle. 

Soft  drink  manufacturers  and  dairies  have  a  responsibility  to  ensure  that 
vessels  are  thoroughly  clean  before  use  but  a  certain  amount  of  sympathy  is 
natural  when  one  realises  the  thoughtless  neglect  with  which  bottles  are  some¬ 
time  used. 

Premises  registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  •&  Drugs  Act,  1955 : 

(a)  Ice  cream  manufacture  ..  .. 

(b)  Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  ..  68 

(c)  Manufacture  of  sausages  and 

preserved  food  ..  21 
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Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations: 

Sixty-eight  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  District  and  most  traders 
sell  only  prepacked  ice  cream  of  well-known  firms. 

Samples  of  ice  cream  are  periodically  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection: 

Two  private  slaughterhouses  continued  in  operation  and  the  total  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  was  slightly  higher  than  the  previous  year. 

Again  I  am  able  to  report  that  all  animals  were  examined  after  slaughter 
and  before  being  released  for  sale.  Meat  condemned  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  the  owners  and  disposed  of  by  sale  to  recognised  firms  for  pro¬ 
cessing  into  animal  foods  or  fertilizers . 

Slaughtering  continued  to  take  place  in  the  evenings  and  at  weekends  and 
it  was  necessary  for  Inspectors  to  be  on  duty  at  these  times  in  order  to 
achieve  full  meat  inspection  coverage. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  appointed  the  1st  July, 
1961,  as  the  date  by  which  local  ‘slaughterhouses  had  to  comply  with  the 
Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958,  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958. 

In  April,  1961,  one  slaughterhouse  ceased  to  be  used  as  a  Deadweight 
Certification  Centre  for  pigs  in  connection  with  the  Government  Fatstock 
Guarantee  Scheme.  The  remaining  slaughterhouse  continued  to  be  used  for  this 
purpose  and  a  total  of  3,815  pigs  were  certified  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  as  being  eligible  for  guarantee  payment.  The  Council  received  <£105 
for  undertaking  this  service  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food. 

An  Exchequer  grant  of  £95  was  made  towards  the  Council’s  cost  of  meat 
inspection  for  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  March,  1962.  This  grant  is 
designed  to  compensate  the  local  authority  for  costs  incurred  in  inspecting 
meat  in  excess  of  that  considered  necessary  for  the  needs  of  the  local 
population. 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  and  of  meat  condemned  are 
shown  in  the  table  on  page  26. 

Food  Condemned  other  than  in  Slaughterhouses: 


Canned  fish 

0  0 

0  0 

61 

tins 

Canned  fruit 

0  0 

0  0 

55 

tins 

Canned  vegetables 

0  0 

61 

tins 

Carcase  meat 

0  0 

0  0 

342 

lbs 

Canned  meat 

0  0 

0  0 

49 

lbs 

Canned  milk 

0  0 

0  0 

14 

tins 

Miscellaneous 

food 

0  0 

4 

tins . 

sj:  >jc  $  X  *  #  ❖  &  %  V  >'fi  % 
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Details  of  animals  slaughtered, 
inspected  and  carcases*,  condemned 


Cattle 

excl 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

1 

Number  killed  j  312 

56 

480 

1,953 

16,124 

- 

Number  inspected 

312 

56 

480 

1,953 

16,124 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  &  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tub¬ 
erculosis  &  cysticerci 

3 

m 

mm 

7 

77 

234 

- 

60 

1,727 

- 

24.68 

42.25 

3.07 

10.75 

- 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

- 

- 

323 

- 

0.32 

0.71 

- 

- 

2.00 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted 
to  refrigeration 
treatment 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

'  ' 

! 

- 

Approximately  six  tons  of  meat  was  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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